How can old age be combated? Is there any treatment
for it?
To vanquish old age has been man's dream since the
days of antiquity. Perhaps science of the future will be able
to postpone the beginning of old age for a long time and
to abolish all the ills and suffering that it brings in its
train. . . ,
"Science of the future!" In the particular case of potatoes,
old age is already vanquished!
Lysenko's prescription is now universally known: plant
the potatoes not in the spring, but ... in the height of the
summer.
This seems very simple to us now. Of course, summer-
planted potatoes will form tubers when the heat has subsided.
They will escape the fierce heat of the July and August sun,
they will avoid old age.
In the beginning, however, this sounded like madness
to many people. Fancy planting in the heat of the summer.,
potatoes that degenerate because of heat!
The first experiment in summer planting was commenced
on July 6, 1933. In 1934, eighteen kolkhozes became Lysenko's
collaborators in this new undertaking to combat the degenera-
tion of potatoes. A year later the number of such kolkhozes
grew to five hundred, and the experimental field had expanded
to 1,600 hectares of kolkhoz land.
A year after that it expanded into tens of thousands of
hectares.
By order of the Government, command over the vast army
of kolkhozniks and sovkhoz employees who had declared war
on "potato old age" was taken by three General Staffs,
by three institutes: the Odessa Institute of Selection
and Genetics, covering the Ukraine, the Azov and Black Sea
coasts, the Crimea and North Caucasus; the Potato Institute,
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